
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes _ _ 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no _ _ 

Property Name: Mt. Carmel Methodist Church Inventory Number: HA-1065 

A d d r e s s : 2234 Old Emmorton Road Historic district: yes X no 

City: Bel Air Zip Code: 21014 County: Harford 

USGS Quadrangle(s): Edgewood 

Property Owner: Mt. Carmel Methodist Church Tax Account ID Number: 1301066412 

Tax Map Parcel Number(s): 165 Tax Map Number: 56 

Project: MD 924: Plumtree Road to Holly Wreath Drive Agency: FHWA/SHA 

Agency Prepared By: Maryland State Highway Administration 

Preparer's Name: Anne E. Bruder Date Prepared: 12/23/2003 

Documentation is presented in: Project Review and Compliance Files 

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: X Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: _ A B _ C D Considerations: A _ B _ C _ D E _ F G 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: 

Inventory Number: Eligible: yes Listed: yes 

oite visit by MHT Staff yes X no Name: Date: 

Description of Property and Justification: (Please attatch map and photo) 

Mt. Carmel Church is eligible for inclusion in the NRHP under Criterion C, as an excellent example of mid-nineteenth century 
rural religious architecture. Christopher Weeks describes it as "country Greek revival" ("An Architectural History of Harford 
County") (1996), page 307. 

It is a three bay wide by three bay long, front gable roof building. Its exterior is clad in coursed stones and its roof is of slate. 
There is one modern addition, a small, one-bay gable roof addition which appears to be a utility shed. A cemetery surrounds the 
church on three sides. The NRHP boundary for the building is confined to the current tax parcel boundary as found on Harford 
County Tax Map 56, Parcel 165. An MIHP form was prepared in 1976 which thoroughly discusses the property. 

Research did not identify either events or people important to the history of the United States and the Mt. Carmel Methodist 
Church is therefore not eligible under Criteria A or B. No research was conducted under Criterion D. 
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DESCRIPTION HA-1065 
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CONDITION 
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_ 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Mount Carmel Methodist Church is located on the corner of Old 
Emmorton and Wheel Road. Its back faces Emmorton Road and the property-
line borders on Emmorton Road (MD Rt. 2*0. The church faces east. 

This vernacular, Greek revival church is a one story, coursed rubble 
stone structure. It is three bays long. The peaked, gable front roof is 
covered with slate and has box cornices and wide, moulded eaves. A narrow, 
brick chimney flue projects through the slate roof on the north side. On 
the south side, an ornate, brick, open arched chimney is present. 

The only entrance to this church is located on the east gable end. 
The deep set, double hung doors have moulded panels. A transom above the 
doors is four lights over.four. Three rubble stone steps with slate treads 
lead up to the door. The door is flanked by two windows. Each window is 
9 lights over 9 and has stone lintels. A small, semi-circular, brick arch 
is located above the door near the peak of the roof. It is filled with 
cement. A corner stone on the east wall reads: Mt. Carmel 

M.P. Church 
1865 

Windows on both north and south sides are 9 lights over nine with 
stone lintals. There are no windows on the west facade. This has an S-
shaped iron brace. 

There is a fenced in area north of the church. The fence is of wrought 
iron and is very ornate. Two iron mourning doves flank the gate to this 
family grave plot. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The property on which this small, stone church stands was donated to its trustees 
on November 11, 1865 by Elijah and Frances (Fannie) Magness. The trustees of the newly 
formed Mount Carmel Methodist Protestant Church were James K. Nichols, Joshua Wilson, 
Thomas Littig, Alexander Norris, Joshua France, J. Marion Proctor, and Joshua W. Bateman. 
The donation consisted of 130 square perches of land. 

The church was founded to fulfill the needs of Emmorton's Methodist community. 
The closest Methodist Church at that time had been the Bel Air Methodist Church located 
in the town of Bel Air, some 3/2 miles away. During the winter months^ one can imagine 
that many Emmorton communicants were unable to travel that distance dn treacherous weather. 

The church was constructed soon after the transfer of part of Mr. Magness* farm 
to its trustees, and Mr. Magness himself assisted in its construction. The church served 
he Emmorton community for almost one hundred years, until, in 195*N its members voted 
to merge with the Bel Air Methodist Church. This Church, founded before 1789, had been 
rebuilt several times, and in 19^3, after the union of the Methodist Protestant and the 
Methodist Episcopal Churches was accomplished, extensive repairs were made to the Bel Air 
Methodist Church. This Church served the Bel Air Circuit of which the Mount Carmel Con-
regation was a part. 

A new church with the greater facilities needed for a growing congregation, was 
completed in May of 1968. This new building is located approximately 1/2 miles away from 
the Mount Carmel Methodist Protestant Church. An annual service continues to be held in 
the Mount Carmel Church. 

Among those families interred in this churches' cemetery are the Coles, Livezey's, 
flughes!, McAbee's, Demoss*, Wilson's, and Magness*. A fenced in grave plot is that of 
the Pieper family. 

The architecture of the church is a vernacular rendition of the Greek Revival style, 
popular several years before its actual construction. In conjunction with the Greek 
Revival style, its focus is shifted from the long side of the structure to its gabled 
end. It has strongly vertical windows and simple clean lines. 

This Church is dangerously close to several of the proposed alternates for the 
improvement of Maryland Route 2k and its historical value should be taken into consider­
ation before any plans can be executed. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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